Ruby Country Benefice
The parishes of Ashwater, Beaworthy, Black Torrington,
Clawton, Halwill, Highampton & Tetcott

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.”
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Isaiah 9:6

BAPTISM
6th
12th
20th

Isabel Vallance
(Halwill)
Solomon BROWN
(Tetcott)
Beatrix OGBORNE
(Ashwater)

FUNERAL
9th

NOVEMBER
2022

11th
22nd

Grace SPELMAN
(Halwill)
Mavis WATSON
(Beaworthy)
Peter GAY
(Ashwater)

CONTACTS
Interim Vicar (part time)
Revd. Stephen Skinner
07554 142 264
Contacts for Churches:
Ashwater
Terry Darby
01409 211 229
Beaworthy
Richard Prior
01409 221 986
Black Torrington:
Sheila Grabham 01409 231 581
Val Letheren*
01409 231 430
Clawton:
Irene Ellis
01409 271 371
Halwill:
John Lawlor
01409 221 987
Kay Napier
01409 221 321
Highampton
Tetcott:
Nicki Mitchell
01409 271 381
Safeguarding

Val Letheren

07484 880 770
* or as above

From the Parish Registers image (pg. 2) © Parish Pump,
Cover image: Photo by Gareth Harper on Unsplash
Ukraine graphic on the back page from pixabay.com, by chiajo-18290215
Thanks to Revd. Stephen for sending the poems
on pages 14 and 16
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(from Winter by Ruth Burgess, Wild Goose Publications)

“STARDUST TO STARLIGHT”
As this Bulletin spans the whole Advent – Christmas – Epiphany season, I
thought carefully of what might link them all together. I ‘lighted’ upon
Light, especially from Stars! This is a particular theme of Epiphany, when
we recall the story of the Wise Men following the special Star through
the eastern deserts to Jerusalem and Bethlehem. The ‘Kings’ of course
nearly always appear in the School Nativity plays that occur through
Advent – they’ll always be ‘Kings’, even though they are only Magi! The
theme of light entering the world of darkness is an important one for
Advent, according to the prophets. The light is perpetually coming to
enlighten us with the truth of God’s revelation. And, of course, the
central message of the Christmas Gospel in John Chapter 1 is about Jesus
Christ – “The Light of the World”. More on this later!
The theme of “Stardust to Starlight” gives us a very contemporary
message in these days when cosmology rules! Here are some of the
lyrics from the famous Song of Joni Mitchell (a theme song for the
“Woodstock” Festival):
I came upon a child of God
He was walking along the road
And I asked him where are you going
And this he told me:
I'm going to join in a rock 'n' roll band
I'm going to camp out on the land
I'm going to try an' get my soul free
We are stardust, We are golden
And we've got to get ourselves
Back to the garden.
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This was a very optimistic and beautifully ‘innocent’ song which now
almost seems like it’s from a bygone age! We would all like to return to a
pristine Garden of Eden – but it currently feels that we are heading in the
wrong direction – away from the stars. A far less optimistic Article on
“Starlight” appeared in the November edition of the Magazine
“Resurgence”. The writer, Brendan Montague, says that “the universe is
expanding at an increasing rate. In billions of years stars will be so far
apart and moving so fast that light will not be able to travel from one to
the next. Each star will be in its own dark void. Entropy will win out - a
state of complete randomness will ensue.”
How can we as Christians respond to this bleak situation, where
cosmologists claim that Stardust rather than Starlight will ultimately win
out? The Christmas message offers us a far more appealing portrayal of
reality. According to our Scriptures, Jesus Christ, the Light of the World is
the alpha and omega, the beginning and end of existence as we know it.
My response to cosmological negativity is to remind us of John 1: “In
Christ, God’s living Word, was life, and that life was the light of men. The
light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. This
light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.” (Verses 4,
5, 9)
The Christmas message is that Starlight has come into the world, in Jesus
Christ, to enlighten us who are Stardust. We have the unique opportunity
of receiving enlightenment about the truth of the purpose of our
existence, and our shared future as sons and daughters of God. After a
tough year when many hopes have been dashed, surely it is better to
hold on to the positivity of this message, which has come to us from the
stars, on a starry night:
It was on a starry night, when the hills were bright
Earth lay sleeping, sleeping calm and still.
Then in a cattle shed, in a manger bed a boy was born,
King of all the world.
4 Merry Christmas - Stephen.
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Good Companions at Halwill Baptist Hall on 8th
December and 19th January, and Soup and Sweet is the
first Tuesday each month.

Alma Knight will be lighting up her garden with
Christmas lights from the 6th Dec till the 2nd January to
raise money for the Church.

FEBRUARY BULLETIN DEADLINE: 15TH JANUARY
Please send any details of services, events, or fundraisers you want
publicised, or any contributions – articles, images, poems etc. to Kay
by this date. ANYTHING NOT RECEIVED BY THE 15TH WILL NOT BE IN
THE FEBRUARY BULLETIN
Please note: When sending something through by email, please put
BULLETIN in the title or text body so Kay can easily find submissions
zena.napier@gmail.com or 01409 221321
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Light, to crumple up the darkness
This Christmas
I wish for you,
light,
to crumple up the darkness.
This Christmas
I wish for you,
love,
to pull us closer to one another.
This Christmas
I wish for you,
peace,
of which the angels sang.
This Christmas
I wish for you,
starlight,
to follow you on your way home.
This Christmas
I wish for you,
God’s promise,
to keep hope alive for you.
This Christmas
I wish for you,
God,
newly born and in the flesh.
This Christmas
I wish for you,
Jesus Christ,
born this night,
light of the world.
Roddy Hamilton, Spill the Beans
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A star for our journey
(Tune: ‘Away in a manger’)
We come to this moment, we have travelled so far,
like long ago wise men who were lead by a star.
The roads we have taken are the days of the year,
and some roads have been joyous and some full of fear.
We come to this moment, we come as we are,
with all that has happened we bear the year’s scar.
But here there is welcome, no more need we roam:
in the birth of the Christ child our hearts have come home.
This moment’s eternal, it’s endlessly new,
Gods presence amongst us is endlessly true.
How awesome the silence in which can be heard
The hope and the peace of the incarnate Word.
This moment’s to treasure, it’s wonder, it’s praise!
Enthralled by such gifting, we can only gaze.
How small is this life-light, how bright and how clear,
a star for our journey as year succeeds year.
Avis Palmer
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Senior Clergy Reflection from The Rt. Rev’d Robert Attwell,
The Bishop of Exeter
We all prefer a warm welcome to a frosty reception. Years ago, I
remember arriving in the early hours of the morning in Armenia, then still
part of the crumbling Soviet Empire, after a long and tortuous journey. The
local family with whom I was staying welcomed me like a lost son. Nothing
was too much trouble. It was the first of many times I experienced the
warmth of legendary middle Eastern hospitality.
At the heart of the events of Christmas we celebrate each year is welcome
– or rather the lack of it. There was no room in the inn.
As many face a bleak midwinter in our county with escalating fuel bills and
increased mortgage payments, we need to think how we can offer a warm
welcome.
A practical thing to consider is for a group from church to meet weekly in
one another’s homes for food and fellowship, and perhaps prayer and
Bible study, to reduce fuel bills. In some cases, people could meet in church
or the church hall as part of the national ‘Warm Hubs’ initiative.
Rather than viewing the approaching winter with dread, might this be an
opportunity to discover the transformative power of hospitality and a
warm welcome? As St John says in the introduction to his Gospel, ‘He came
to his own and his own received him not. But to as many as did receive
him, he gave power to become children of God.’
+ Robert Exon

The Rt. Rev’d Robert Atwell, The Bishop of Exeter
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Bible Cake
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Dear Master for this coming year
Just one request I bring:
I do not pray for happiness,
Or any earthly thing –
I do not ask to understand
The way Thou leadest me,
But this I ask: teach me to do
The thing that pleaseth Thee.
I want to know Thy guiding voice,
To walk with Thee each day.
Dear master make me swift to hear
And ready to obey.
And thus the year I now begin
A happy year will be –
If I am seeking just to do
The thing that pleaseth Thee.

Please keep the benefice in your prayers as we
re-advertise for the position of Vicar.
God our Father,
help us to put our trust in you
to send your chosen person
to lead us on
to where you would have us to be.
Amen.
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St. Mary’s Ruby Ringers
Playing the restored church handbells

Meeting on Tuesdays
4:15 – 5:30pm
St. Mary’s Church,
Black Torrington
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All who would like to have a go are welcome!
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All information in this bulletin correct at time of publication
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